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CABG versus PCI – patient selection 

Head et al, Lancet 2018; 939-48 

Head et al. JACC 2018;72:386-398 



PCI versus CABG: Results 
• 11 RCTs – 11518 patients. PCI arm: BMS: 26.6%; first 

gen DES: 39.2%; newer gen DES: 34.2% 
          

 

Head et al, Lancet 2018; 939-48 



PCI versus CABG: Results 

Head et al, Lancet 2018; 939-48 Average follow-up: 3.8+-1.4 years 



PCI versus CABG: Results 
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Stroke early post-CABG 
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Stroke early post-CABG 
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Stroke early post-CABG and mortality 

Head et al. JACC 2018;72:386-398 



Windecker et al, EHJ 2018; ehy532 

Choice of revascularization strategy in 
MVD or LMS 



Take home message 

• In patients with advanced CAD and with 
estimated clinical equipoise, consideration of 
disease type (multi-vessel or left main), 
coronary complexity, and diabetes status is 
crucial  

• Higher risk of early stroke with CABG 

• Longer follow-up of RCTs is needed to better 
define mortality differences in overall patients 
and specific subgroups 



Thank you 

• Questions? 
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